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11th La Salle Centre, Sungai Apong

On 11.1.2019, YLK Committee members
headed by Mr Peter Yap, YLK Chairman, had
a dialogue with Mdm Irene, Headmistress of
SK St. Andrew, the school staﬀ, Mr. Marcus
Sia, the Chairman of School Board of
Management and its members (right bottom),
on the academic performance of the
students. The students are mainly from the
nearby Sungai Apong Squatter areas where
the rural migrant workers stay. Statistics
show that they are generally weak in English
and Mathematics. YLK Committee agreed to
set up a tuition centre within the primary
school premises to help the Primary Five and
Primary Six needy students in these two
subjects. The class commenced on1.2.2019.

AGM 2019

16th YLK Annual General Meeting was held
on 23.3.2019, at De La Salle Brothers’
Quarters. The following members were
elected to the committee.
Chairman:
Hon. Secretary:
Hon. Treasurer:
Committee
Members:

Peter Yap Seng
Jacob Wong Wu Hing
Nicholas Hu Kie Lik
Thomas Chan Hiok Ping
Andrew Law Ah Lim
Stephen Rejoe anak Bisen
Sia Peh Swee
Jong Lee Ping
Rhys Salang
Benny Wee Hong Guep

On 29.6.2019, in the opening ceremony
welcoming speech, the school Headmistress
thanked YLK for helping the needy students
in their studies. After that Mr. William Chong,
the advisor of YLK, gave a short discourse on
the history of YLK, its mission and its work
since its inception in 2002. In the speech of
the Archbishop, His Grace emphasised on
the importance of primary school education
as it is the foundation for secondary and
tertiary education. Thereafter, the centre was
oﬃcially declared open by Most Rev.
Archbishop Simon Poh .
The school’s Board of Management also was
seeking sponsorship to provide two meals for
the students who are attending the tuition
classes. We are thankful to the Society for
Kuching Urban Poor for sponsoring the meals
for four months. We are grateful to the
Catholic Welfare Services Council Sarawak
too which promised to sponsor the meal
from July onwards (left).

Mr Peter Yap Seng, the Chairman
appreciated the conﬁdence placed in
him again and thanked the committee
members for continuing the YLK
mission. He also thanked Benny Wee
for accepting the nomination as a
Committee
Member.
He
then
proposed Datuk Christopher Sim to be
reappointed as Adviser and Br John
D’Cruz remain as Adviser for Education
& Training. With the retirement of
Mr. William Chong from the
committee, the Chairman proposed
that he be appointed as Adviser to
continue helping YLK in view of his
long association with the Foundation.
These proposals were unanimously
approved.

He was grateful to all the past
committee
members
for
their
unceasing support and good work. The
Chairman emphasised the importance
of succession plan to ensure the
continuity of the Lasallian mission. He
expressed his hope that the succession
plan can be implemented in stages at
diﬀerent levels to bring in new blood to
serve at the existing centres.
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How to Engage Young Readers (Primary School) Workshop

13.4.2019 morning was a day of fun for 30 English language teachers who humbly acted as school
children. With the guidance of Miss Lillian Law, an experienced English language teacher, the
participants took part in the activities to experience and pick up the skill on how to engage the
pupils with fun in reading story books. Hopefully with the help of this skill more pupils at the
centres will be able to pick up reading habit which is useful and essential in one’s life.

Greetings from

Brother John!

I’ve just returned to Kuching after about
six months of rest to recover from a mild
stroke I received in Singapore in midDecember last year. Thanks to those of
you who kept in touch with good
wishes and prayers for my well-being. I
appreciate your concern.

This year is a special year for all
Lasallians as we celebrate the 300th
anniversary of the life and work of our
Founder, St. John Baptist de la Salle. In
particular, let us remind ourselves of the
way of life he chose to live as he imitated
Jesus, and the new forms of education
he created for the youth of his time,
especially the poor children roaming the
streets of France.
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As regards his way of life La Salle always
stressed the importance of:
- Poverty (that we are to adopt a simple
way of life and not just follow the
lifestyle of the rich)
- Chastity (that we do not make use of
other people to get things done for
ourselves, or for our own pleasure)
- Obedience (that we obey the
decisions made for the good of the
whole group/community.)
As regards the work of eduction done by
Lasallians in Malaysia we are asked to
have special attention for the
poor....nowadays, we use the term: the
last, the least and the lost.
And some of the educational service we
give to the poor in Malaysia include
these important ones (as in La Salle’s
time):

- Collecting money to fulﬁl the needs of
the poor: for material needs, help in
tuition fees/ scholarship/ uniform/
food/medical needs, etc
- Well-run residential hostels
- Special tuition centres for help in their
studies
- Learning centres to help the poor
learn how to learn
- Weekend character development
sessions
- Facilitator training programmes for
adult Lasallians who want to help the
poor
And so we are encouraged to give some
time to help the poor help themselves.
May this year be a time to live simple
lives and also give some time to help the
poor help themselves.

Educating the Least, the Lost and the Last; irrespective of Race, Creed and Religion.
YLK Educators’ Retreat 2019
On 24-25 March 2019, 40 volunteer
teachers from 11 centres gathered at
Borneo Tribal Village for the 2nd YLK
Educators’ Retreat with the theme
“Igniting the Passion Within”.

The objectives of the retreat conducted
by Global Peace Foundation are as
follows:
1. Igniting passion - rekindle the drive
and passion within educators that will in
turn spark joy that spreads on to
students, thus motivating them to learn.
2. Cultivating relationships - Provide an
avenue for relationship building among
educators of diﬀerent centres to come
together as a support group.

3. Building capacity - On-going capacity
building for educators to learn new
skills and tools that would improve
learning in the classroom.
Various experiential activities as shown
below were designed for the participants to take part in with the aim of
helping them to discover more deeply
their inner selves. The participants also
explored the multiple intelligence
among themselves. The participants
were invited to probe further what
changes they can make to help the
children under their care to grow holistically.

Some supervisors shared that after the
retreat, the sense of ownership in the
teachers are increasing and they are
more proactive in building up the
centres. The teacher-students relation
has improving signiﬁcantly. They show
greater empathy for the students. They
are motivated to change in their
teaching approach. This increase in
enthusiasm and dedication in their work
will surely help the students to grow up
more holistically.

Change-maker At La Salle Centre

Igniting the passion of students to integrate
their lives with the surrounding becomes one of
the focuses in many centres. Various outdoor
activities are introduced to the pupils.
Pupils of La Salle Centre, Skibang started
planting banana trees one year ago. Now the
trees are bearing fruits for sale. The income is
used for the centre’s activities to beneﬁt the
pupils. They are joyfully celebrating their
harvest (right). This achievement will enchance
their conﬁdence, team work and inculcate
healthy attitude in their lives.
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Alumni of

La Salle Centre

YLK is in the process of contacting the La Salle Centres’ ex-students. Hopefully a La Salle Centre Alumni Association can be
formed. These will provide a platform for them to relate with each other, the centre and the Foundation. After seventeen years
of nurturing the needy students, we start to harvest the fruits. Many of them are growing up physically, intellectually, emotionally
and spiritually. Some of them have come forward to testify the beneﬁts that they gained at this crucial time of growing up at La
Salle centres.

Elisa Anak Jelo

(La Salle Centre, Stass)
Form 5, SMK Lake, Bau
Elisa Anak Jelo was one of the campers
in ‘2018 Changemaker Camp’. She gave
a testimony as follows on her experience while studying in La Salle Centre,
Stass.
“I read a lot since I was in Primary
School. My family watched English
movies a lot and my desire to learn
English became greater since then. La
Salle Centre is one of the places I used
to borrow books before. From fairy
tales like Cinderella, I ended up reading
other books like Harry Potter collection/series.
“I think English is one of the ways to a
better career path. I try to converse in
English as much as I can to improve my
spoken language. I am grateful to all for
their advice and guidance”.

Allencia Anak Lojem

Alumni of La Salle Centre, Stass
I have learned many things in SPARK
Camp especially the qualities of a
leader. Good leadership is something
that we as teenagers should have
because we are the generation that
will take over the country in future. In
SPARK Camp, I joined and took part in
all the activities held by the facilitators.
Even though all of us were asked to
speak in English, I was not shy to speak
the language to my new friends
although I spoke broken English. Given
the opportunity, I would like to
become a leader in the future. At the
moment, I take part in many activities
that require leadership. I join the youth
management activities in my village
and am also a prefect in my school.
With the leadership qualities and
practices learnt in SPARK Camp, I
managed to overcome my fears to
stand and speak in front of people of
diﬀerent ages. Thank you, ECM Libra
Foundation and Air Asia, for giving me
this opportunity and for the great
experiences in SPARK Camp 2016.

Wendy Shane Weltor

Alumni of La Salle centre, Stass
I enjoyed my week at the SPARK
Camp. It was an interesting and lively
camp. I learnt to build my leadership
potential and became brave enough to
speak to the crowd. Besides, I made
many friends from diﬀerent states
during the camp. This camp had inﬂuenced me to be a better person. After I
attended this camp, I started to join
school and co-curricular activities such
as Cyberkids Club and volunteered to
be the Vice President of the club. I
started to be conﬁdent and brave to
speak during class presentation especially in English class. I also joined
school activities such as the English
Carnival. My classmates and I
performed very well during English
Carnival. We were praised by our
principal because of our good teamwork. Although we did not win the
Lakers Got Talent competition, we felt
very happy and we enjoyed it.
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